[image: image1.png]


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





September 2, 2010
Phone:
(518) 465-8085






Contact: Moe Auster 
COMMENTS OF MSSNY PRESIDENT LEAH MCCORMACK, MD, REGARDING ANNOUNCEMENT OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION FEE INCREASE  
“We applaud Governor Paterson and Workers Compensation Board Chair Robert Beloten for their announcement that the Board will be proposing a 30% increase in certain fees paid to physicians who treat injured workers.  Given that these fees have not been increased since 1994, an increase is long overdue. The costs of running a medical practice have gone up enormously including taxes, utilities and liability insurance.  An increase is particularly appropriate because so many changes are being made in the workers compensation system that increase physicians’ administrative burdens.  
We have advocated, and will continue to advocate, for significant across the Board increases for all physician care, including surgery, radiology and anesthesia.  The proposed increases for Evaluation & Management care services are a good first step forward.  
We also applaud the New York State AFL-CIO for their extensive advocacy in support of this needed increase.  The current insufficient fee schedule, combined with the ongoing hassles experienced by the medical community, has resulted in a shortage of physicians available to treat injured workers in some regions of the State. We are hopeful that when the changes are implemented, injured workers will have improved access to the timely quality care that they deserve.

Certainly we welcome the comprehensive review of the entire fee schedule, and look forward to working with Chair Beloten and the Workers’ Compensation Board as this review is undertaken”.   
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