May 5, 2010

NYeC Launches New York’s Regional Extension Center 

Names MCMS as Integral Partner for Success

(Rochester, NY) In keeping with its commitment to serve the physician community, the Monroe County Medical Society (MCMS) is pleased to announce that it is collaborating with the New York eHealth Collaborative (NYeC) as a Regional Extension Center (REC) Agent.  In this role, the MCMS will provide outreach, education, and technical assistance and disseminate best practices to support and accelerate health care providers’ efforts to implement electronic health records and achieve meaningful use criteria. 

“The MCMS is honored to be one of 10 sites in NYS which will provide electronic health record implementation assistance to physicians and their staffs,” said Nancy Adams, MCMS Executive Director. “We look forward to working with the New York State e-Collaborative on this project, which will create efficiencies and reduce health care costs.”

The first phase of this program will launch in May. Statewide, the regional extension center is looking to serve more than 5000  providers with direct, technical assistance.  MCMS is a critical contributor to this goal and is planning to serve 600 providers within its region who are interested in receiving subsidized services to qualify for upcoming “meaningful use” incentive bonuses for an electronic health record system they have already purchased or will soon purchase.  

Founded by health care leaders across the state, the NYeC is a public-private partnership that serves as a focal point for health care stakeholders to build consensus on state health IT policy priorities, and to collaborate on state and regional health IT implementation efforts, with leadership and support from the New York State Department of Health, based on a shared vision of the urgent need to improve health care quality, safety and efficiency in New York.  

Paul Wilder, Director of Health IT Adoption at the NYeC, said he believes MCMS’s qualifications and mission align well with the Regional Extension Center’s goals.
“I look forward to a great collaborative process for New York that will benefit our entire healthcare system for decades to come,” said Wilder

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) established federal funding for Health IT Regional Extension Centers to assist primary care clinicians to adopt electronic health records. 

Providers who would like more information on how to qualify for the federal incentives should contact Ali Loveys, MD, Chief Medical Information Officer of the MCMS Health Information Technology Service Bureau at (585) 473-7573 or servicebureau@mcms.org.

The Monroe County Medical Society, established in 1821, is a not-for-profit professional organization whose members are physicians, surgeons, medical students, and residents dedicated to serving the Rochester area in matters of medical care.  

###

If you would like more information, or to schedule an interview, contact Jan Morrill at (595)473-7573 or jmorrill@mcms.org.
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